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Developmental Science is proud to announce the launch of a new article type: Registered Reports. 

With this exciting new format, Developmental Science seeks to meet researchers’ increasing desire 

to communicate their findings and advance our knowledge in novel ways that focus on theory 

and method rather than on results, acknowledging the real contribution of “null results” and 

unexpected findings, hitherto all too often discarded or unreported(1).
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The very best of contemporary scientific developmental psychology and developmental cognitive neuroscience

Registered Reports Process

In principle acceptance
Editor issues an “in principal” agreement to publish the results paper

Write your report
• Collect data, strictly adhering to the study design

Publish report
• Results paper published

Stage 2 review
• Summary of the results

• Explanation and justification of amendments to the protocol

• Results paper sent for peer review (reviewers sent a copy of the 
protocol, and instructed to confirm that the study complies with 
the protocol and draws appropriate conclusion)

Editor evaluation
• Reviewed by the editorial team

• Suitable submissions sent for peer review

Stage 1 Peer Review
• Does the research question address a gap in knowledge?

• Is the proposed methodology appropriate?

IDEA
Develop your research question and study design

How to submit?
To find out 

more on how to submit visit:
bit.ly/DESC-RR-SUBMIT

Reviews

“ The focus is not on the perceived impact of the results, but rather on the appropriateness and and adequacy of theory, 
method and the analysis plan before data are collected.“

Daniel Ansari, University of Western Ontario, Canada • Judit Gervain, Universite Paris Descartes, France
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“ Because the study is accepted in advance, the incentives for authors change from producing the most beautiful story 
to the most accurate one.” 

Chris Chambers, Professor at Cardiff University

Section Editor for Registered Reports at Cortex, European Journal of Neuroscience and Royal Society Open Science, 
Chair of the Registered Reports Committee supported by the Centre for Open Science 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/14677687/homepage/registered_reports.htm

